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Budget Ball: A Fiscal Sport 
Overview

Budget Ball is a team-based sport designed to increase awareness of the budget deficit and reward strategic thinking and collaborative problem solving around the issues of fiscal responsibility and long-term debt management.   Budget Ball is designed to maximize effectiveness in achieving the following high-priority goals:
Raise Awareness – Budget Ball is designed to be a compelling, colorful and entertaining spectator sport that’s also an activist game about confronting the federal deficit. This novel and amusing collision between the physical and the fiscal will be very effective in getting nationwide attention.
Fiscal Understanding – We know that budgets and debt is a subject that tends to tune people out. Budget Ball encourages players and spectators to consider the heart of the issue by stripping away complicated jargon and confusing details in order to expose the underlying dynamics. 
Collaborative Problem-Solving – Budget Ball requires team-members and fans to work together, discuss issues, overcome differences through compromise, use logic and persuasion to achieve consensus, develop plans and execute them under tense and uncertain conditions.  
The Core Game

At the heart of Budget Ball is a traditional-style “short form” physical game for 2 teams of 8 – 10 players each. Drawing from traditional team sports, Budget Ball is played on a field or court and involves various kinds of tactical maneuvers centered around controlling the motion of a central ball 
in an attempt to earn points by scoring goals. 

The Strategic “Meta-Game”

Built around this core game is a tournament structure that includes a strategic system giving each team the opportunity to acquire special advantageous “power-ups” during play. 

This is the game’s main idea: working together to pursue a common goal, players will take advantage of the beneficial power-ups that help them succeed. 
A new kind of “Serious Game”

Budget Ball takes a bold new approach to the pedagogical task of raising awareness about a serious issue. Rather than attempting to create a simulation of real-world government spending, with all of its complex details, the game takes one central aspect of how the real-world system functions and embodies that aspect at the heart of the game’s dynamic system. 

The game presents players with a system in which there is a clearly defined, commonly-held goal and players must work together to figure out how to take advantage of the benefits of the system while avoiding the pitfalls of perpetually putting off paying for them.   In this way the game forces players to confront not just a metaphorical version of debt but debt itself with all of its actual power and dangers.

Super Fans
Each team has a set of official supporters called “superfans”. Superfans can register themselves on the Budget Ball website and then get to take part in the strategic decision-making before and during tournaments. By including fans in this way, we allow for up to thousands of possible players in any tournament. 
Building on Budgetball 

Wrapping around the entirety of the Budgetball

world will be an informative and interactive website that supports game play, provides important fiscal information, and engages visitors in on-line dialogues, interactive games, and other activities. Budgetball tournaments will be moments of high visibility for the topic of fiscal responsibility and would be great places to host other supplementary events, discussions, workshops, film showings, or

other topically relevant conversations. A community wrapped up in a Budgetball tournament is a community ready to talk about responsible debt management.

Launching Budgetball 

The National Academy is currently working with universities to host Budgetball on campus in 2009.  After that, the game will be made available to other universities nationwide.
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